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Weather Notes 
STORM OF APRIL 21, 19S5 

Woods, 3 niiles south of Jarkson, Rfiss., at  5 5 5  a. 111. CST on A1,ril 21, 1955. It rnovrd along 
.Z violisnt storm, which m:ly h l v c  hcen a torundo,  strnck  the  community o f  Lc:~vcll 

a path  ahout I00 yards wide  from  rrorth-north~\.i'st  to  soutll-sr)utheast. h-o fnnnel  cloud 
mas sren. T h o  wind causc!d $500 d:~rn:rrc; no  casu:iltirs occurrcd. Itain,  which was hcavi- 
cst aftcr passuge of the most  intense  vinds, lasted for 10 to 20 minotei :tnd ;rmountcd to 
0.14 inch. T o  hiil  v,ls  reported. 

l'hrre Inrgc pine  trccs  uhout 80-100 ft. tall,  hare of liruhs for about RO It.  from  thrir insrs,  
were topplcd ovcr toward  the  south-southeast. 1I.v neighbor,  who W L ~  outside hk iog  

slammed from the  insidc,  locking her out, :mil shc c~mrc to  our home. She  h(ur(1 110 lloisc 
clothes from the  linr, szw the  trees fall as she  att(mpter1 to rr-rntcr  her Ilornc. 'I%(, door 

from the  falling  trccs  although she was within I00 frrt  of t ,h(m :LS th ry  fell, due north of 
her location at  the  time. I  mi^ in   my house within 160 fept of t l ~ e  falling  trres.  .\]though 

I rould scc thc trces  being  bcnt ;It ahout it 4.5' Ianglr l o  the soulh\vard, neithrr  my n-ifc nor 
I hwrd tllc attendant noise that  usually ar:cornp:~nics the crash of trees o f  that sizr. I do 
recollcct a slieht  jar  which prob?l)ly resnlted mhpn thvy  struck  the  ground. 'I'hosc trces 
\wro w d l  ro3ted, with  large 1311 roots;  wet  ground  probably  contributrd  to  their Pall. 
The  top was wrcriohcd out of another trec 100 yards south-southeast of the fallen trees. 

Ncight)ors  rli5tant $8 to $4 mile on either  side ol the strongest  winds  reported  hearing a 
st(3udy ro'lr,  which would secm t o  indicite  violent  winds aloft. The only  exglmation 
that I cx)uld olfcr lor the woird f& that  sufsco winds of thxt  strength and crashing  trees 
produccd no sonnd of the  megnitude  usuelly associAted with  such occ:uions mag he 
infwrcd.  from Prof. Ahdulloh's  article  in  the -4pril 1955 issue of the Monthly  IVenther 

tions; the crash of a lxge  tree can ordinarily  hc hcwd for a considerable  dictsnce. 
1:euiew. I tutrc had consirlcrdhlc expcricncc  with  falling  timber  in and ne t r  logging opera- 

George V. Fish, TVBAS, Jackson, hfis.iss. 
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